The Hel Marine Laboratory was established in 1977 as a prehminary field station of Gdansk University Department of Oceanography. It was the only institution of its kind in Poland, and constitutes the beginnings of Gdansk University's future marine station to be established to conduct field research and teaching in oceanographical subjects.
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The Station is also prepared to organize special educational courses on natural science according to curricula prepared on request. These may, for instance, be courses for employers of the state or local administration engaged in solving problems of protecting man's natural environment Thanks to the opening of new laboratories and living accommodation, which will increase both the educational and research potential, scientists interested in research in this part of the part of the Baltic Sea will now be able to extend their scope of work by planning new topics. The laboratory has the infrastructure and the requirements to organize meetings for specialists from related fields.
In addition to teaching, the scientific staff of the Station carry out their own individual research, comprising the following fields: (Study on the disappearance of the harbour porpoise is of special importance here) -a new problem, to which the HMS devotes considerable attention, is the investigation of bottom fauna in the area of discharge sites of sewage-processing plants in order to measure their effectivity as well as their impact on near-shore ecosystems -constant monitoring of biological life of in-shore waters. The station intends taking part in the permanent monitoring of bottom macrofauna and ichthyofauna resources. The Station is equipped with a steady-flow seawater aquarium system and thermostat rooms, making it possible to plan research projects involving rearing experiments, viz. impact of chemical pollutants on fish spawning; feeding experiments with various species; culture of live food organisms; larval studies, and new mariculture techniques.
Besides training of specialists and studies of the marine environment, the Station has been engaged in pro-ecological educational activities among school children, and it publishes a pro-ecological paper for the inhabitants of the town of Hel. Preparations are underway for making popular science films on nature.
The HMS was established to meet current social demands for ecological studies of the sea, especially in the Gulf of Gdansk and Puck Bay and to produce well-trained specialists in ecology for the protection of the manne environment. In order to fully utilize the teaching, scientific and organizational potential, the staff of the Hel Marine Station together with the authorities of Gdansk University are urgently looking for partners for teaching and scientific cooperation.
Help in this respect, as well as the carrymg out of joint research and teaching ventures would no doubt favour the further development of this young institution.
